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PROGRAM
TH E U

PRELU DE

ince the time o_if Thomas Jeffe.rson, Presidents have come to this Capitol
for formal inauguratwns. As the President tahes the oath of office ancl
cleli ve Is the inqugural aclclress, he sees thou sa nds of Americans
gathered to witness the ceremony, ancl beyond them, the majestic Mall with
its monuments to previous Presidents.
The inaugural platform on the West front of the Capitol is framed
against a bachclrop of reel, white, ancl blue bunling ancl features five flags.
The official flag of the United States is clisplayecl in the center. On either side
are earlier flags; the flag popularly known as the "Betsy Ross flag" with stars
arranged in a circle, appeared in the early 1790s; the flag with twenty-five
stars flew for a year from July 4, 1836 to July 4, 1837, in recognition of the
entrance of Arhansas into the Union.
The Joint Congressional Committee on fnaugural Ceremonies cordially
welcomes yo u to the fifty-second Presidential Inauguration. Thi s historic
event provides an occasion for all Americans to rededicate themselves to the
principles which a re the foundation of our democracy.

S

ITED STATES MARI NE B AND

COLONEL]OHN

R.

B OU RGEOIS,

Conductor

C ALL TO ORD ER AND

THE H ONORABLE W ENDELL H. FORD

W ELCOM I G R EMARKS

United States Senato,: Kentucky

I NVOCATION

TH E R EVEREND BILLY GRAHAM

M US ICA L S ELECTI ON

PHILANDER SMITH COLLEGE CH O IR

Little Roch, Arkansas
STEPHEN L. H AYES, Director
TH E VICE PRESID ENTI AL O ATH OF O FF ICE
WILL BE AD MI N I STE RED TO AL BE RT G ORE, JR.
BY A SSOCIATE J USTICE (RETIRED) OF THE S UPREME C OU RT
OF TH E U N ITED STATES,
THE H ONORAB LE TH URGOOD M ARSHALL.

A N A ME RI CAN MEDLEY

M ARILYN H ORNE

Mezzo Soprano
TH E PRES ID ENTIAL O ATH OF O FFICE
W ENDELL

H.

FORD ,

Chairman, U.S. Se nate , Kentucky.

G EORGE ]. MITCHELL,
TED STEVENS,

BY TH E CHI EF J USTICE OF THE U N ITE D STATES,

U.S. Senate, Maine.

TH E H ONO RABLE WILLIAM H. R EHN QUIST.

U.S. Senate, Alaska.

THOMAS

S.

RI CHARD

A. G EPHARDT, U.S. House of Representatives, Missouri.

ROBERT

WILL BE ADM! ISTERED TO WI LLI AM J EFFERSON CLI NTO

FOLEY,

Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives, Washington.

H. MICHEL, U.S. House of Representatives, llli.noi.s.

Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies

I NAUGU RAL A DDR ESS

TH E PRES IDENT OF THE U NITED STATES

S ELECTIO

M AYA A NGELOU

Poet
THE R EVEREND BILLY GRAHAM

B EN EDI CTION

TH E N ATI ONA L A

T H EM

M ARILYN H ORNE

Mezzo Soprano

PROGRAM
TH E U

PRELU DE

ince the time o_if Thomas Jeffe.rson, Presidents have come to this Capitol
for formal inauguratwns. As the President tahes the oath of office ancl
cleli ve Is the inqugural aclclress, he sees thou sa nds of Americans
gathered to witness the ceremony, ancl beyond them, the majestic Mall with
its monuments to previous Presidents.
The inaugural platform on the West front of the Capitol is framed
against a bachclrop of reel, white, ancl blue bunling ancl features five flags.
The official flag of the United States is clisplayecl in the center. On either side
are earlier flags; the flag popularly known as the "Betsy Ross flag" with stars
arranged in a circle, appeared in the early 1790s; the flag with twenty-five
stars flew for a year from July 4, 1836 to July 4, 1837, in recognition of the
entrance of Arhansas into the Union.
The Joint Congressional Committee on fnaugural Ceremonies cordially
welcomes yo u to the fifty-second Presidential Inauguration. Thi s historic
event provides an occasion for all Americans to rededicate themselves to the
principles which a re the foundation of our democracy.

S

ITED STATES MARI NE B AND

COLONEL]OHN

R.

B OU RGEOIS,

Conductor

C ALL TO ORD ER AND

THE H ONORABLE W ENDELL H. FORD

W ELCOM I G R EMARKS

United States Senato,: Kentucky

I NVOCATION

TH E R EVEREND BILLY GRAHAM

M US ICA L S ELECTI ON

PHILANDER SMITH COLLEGE CH O IR

Little Roch, Arkansas
STEPHEN L. H AYES, Director
TH E VICE PRESID ENTI AL O ATH OF O FF ICE
WILL BE AD MI N I STE RED TO AL BE RT G ORE, JR.
BY A SSOCIATE J USTICE (RETIRED) OF THE S UPREME C OU RT
OF TH E U N ITED STATES,
THE H ONORAB LE TH URGOOD M ARSHALL.

A N A ME RI CAN MEDLEY

M ARILYN H ORNE

Mezzo Soprano
TH E PRES ID ENTIAL O ATH OF O FFICE
W ENDELL

H.

FORD ,

Chairman, U.S. Se nate , Kentucky.

G EORGE ]. MITCHELL,
TED STEVENS,

BY TH E CHI EF J USTICE OF THE U N ITE D STATES,

U.S. Senate, Maine.

TH E H ONO RABLE WILLIAM H. R EHN QUIST.

U.S. Senate, Alaska.

THOMAS

S.

RI CHARD

A. G EPHARDT, U.S. House of Representatives, Missouri.

ROBERT

WILL BE ADM! ISTERED TO WI LLI AM J EFFERSON CLI NTO

FOLEY,

Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives, Washington.

H. MICHEL, U.S. House of Representatives, llli.noi.s.

Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies

I NAUGU RAL A DDR ESS

TH E PRES IDENT OF THE U NITED STATES

S ELECTIO

M AYA A NGELOU

Poet
THE R EVEREND BILLY GRAHAM

B EN EDI CTION

TH E N ATI ONA L A

T H EM

M ARILYN H ORNE

Mezzo Soprano

THE PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION
A N ATIONAL C ELEBRATION

1789-1993
we have done every four yea rs for two hund red and four years,
Americans JOin together today to witness our President take a
simple oath of offi ce consisting of thirty-five words. Although
often inconvenienced by inclement weather, these inaugural ceremonies
have neve r been suspended , regardless of war, depression , or any other
national crisis . This event celebra tes the triumph of represen ta tive
democracy through the peaceful transfer of political power, acco rding to
the vote of the people.

A

Proceedings associated with Presidential elections and inaugurations,
almost routine after two centuries, were entirely new and untried fo llowing the Constitutional Convention of 1787. The Constitution is both
specific and vague when dealing with the process of electing and inaugurating our Nati on's chief executi ve. It provides that the President be
elected through an electoral college , equal to the number of Senators
and Representatives fro m each State. It authorizes Congress to determine when elections would be held , when the electoral college would
meet, and when the new President wou ld take the oath of office The
Constitution requires that the President must be a natural-born citizen
of th e United States, have lived in this country fo r at least fourteen
years, and have attained the age of thirty- fi ve . It even specifies the oath
of office that the new President should swear or affirm . Beyond that, the
Constitution remains silent.
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T HOMAS J EFFERSON

1743-1826
In recognition of the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the bi rth of
Thomas Jefferson, the f irst President to tahe the oath of office at the United
States Capitol in Was hington, DC

.

I

r

In September 1788 , at a time when eleven of the thirteen States had
ratified the Constitution , the outgoing Congress under the Articles of
Confe deration set the fi rst Wednesday of the following January as the
date for the se lection of Pres idential elec tors. These electors would
meet on the first Wednesday in February 1789 to choose a President.
Th e n ew gove rnm ent wo ul d co mmence its business on th e first
Wednesday in March. Four States selected Presidenti al electors by popular vote; three allowed their State legislatures to make th e choice; two
arranged fo r a combination of popular and legislative electi ons; and in
one State the Governor and legislature named the electors. Three States
did no t participate in the selecti on of the first President New York ,
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beca use of a disagreement between the two houses of its legislature ; and
North Carolina and Rhode Island , because neither had yet ratified the
Constitution.
When the electo rs met , they voted unanimou sly for George
Washington as President. John Adams was elected Vice President.
Historians have called Washington perhaps the only indispensable person in American history Commander in Chief of the Continental Army
during the American Revo lution, Washington had resigned his commission to return to civilian life after the war, thereby renouncing any
ambition to become military dictator or king. Later, Washington helped
ca ll the Annapolis Convention , which set in motion the effort to create
a st ro n ger Federal Gove rnm ent . He served as presid ent of the
Constitutional Convention , and was the unive rsal choice to become the
first President of the United States. Washington made no speeches nor
did he co nduct any other form of campaign for the office.
On March 4 , 1789 , the new Congress was scheduled to co nvene i.n
Federal Hall on Wall Street in New York City However, because of poor
weather, bad roads, and the slowness of some States to elect Members,
only a third of the Senators and a quarter of the Representatives reached
New York on the appointed day. Finally, by April 6, each house had
established a quorum. Congress then counted the electoral ballots and
dispatched a messenger to notify George Washington of his official election. Washington , in his own words, "bade adieu to Mount Vernon, to
private life, and to domestic felicity," and set out for New York. He felt
somewhat like "a culprit who i.s going to the place of his execution," a
feeling dispelled by the enthusiastic, adoring crowds who cheered him
along hi s route north from Virginia.
eanwhile, in Federal Hall, Congress worked to complete the
details for this first inauguration . ln the Upper Chamber, John
Adams , who had taken the oath as Vice President nine days
earlier, presided over the Senate. Among the first questions to arise was
what to call the new chief executive. A Senate committee suggested this
august ti.tie: "His Highness, the President of the United States of America
and Protector of the Rights of the Same. " Anti-aristocratic Members of
the Senate and House hooted down this proposal and settled for a more
straightforward , democ ratic-sounding address: "George Washington ,
President of the United States. "

M

Before the inauguration began on April 30 , 1789, at Federal Hall ,
the Senate debated h ow to receive Members of the House into its
Chamber for the ceremony. Discussion focus ed pa rticularly on wh o
should stand and who sh ould sit . ln th e midst of this inconclusive
debate, Members of the House of Rep resentatives arri ved and Look their
places across th e room from the Senators. The sound of drums and bagpipes and the cheering of the gathering crowd heralded the arriva l of the
Presidential party. The President-elect entered the hall carrying a sword .
He was dressed i.n deep brown, with metal buttons ordered specially for
the occasion, and white stockin gs . He moved between the groups of
assembled Members and bowed to each. He was then escorted out onto
a balcon y overlooking Wall Street. Secretary of the Senate Samuel Otis
held the Bible on which Washington took the oath of office. At th e ceremon y's completion the crowd below gave three cheers.
Washington went back inside the Senate Chamber, where he read
his brief inaugural address. Senator William Maclay of Pennsylva nia
noted that "this great Man was agitated and embarrassed more than ever
he was by the leve lled Cannon or pointed Musket. He trembled, and
several times could sca rce make out to read. " ln his address , Washington
called upon "that Almighty Being who rules over the universe" to assist
the American peo ple in findin g "liberti es and hap piness" und er "a
government instituted by themselves. "
wo hundred yea r s ago , on Ma rc h 4 , 1793 , th e sce n e o f
Was hington 's seco nd i.naugm ation shift ed to Philad elphia ,
where the Government h ad taken up temporary reside n ce
pending its relocation to th e Distri ct of Columbia. The President took
his oath in the small , elegantly ap pointed Senate Chamber on the second floor of Congress Hall , a Georgian-style structure just west of
Independ ence Ha ll. ln contrast to his elaborate first inauguration, this
ceremony was a simple affa ir. Amidst a room crammed with dignitaries ,
Washington gave th e shortest in au gural address on record-j ust one
hundred and thirty-five wo rds- and repeated th e oat h of office , admi nistered by Supreme Court Justice Willian1 Cushing.

T

Four ye ar s later , o n March 4 , 1797 , John Adam s to ok hi s
Presidential oath in Congress Hall's larger House Chamber. He described
the event to his wife Abigail as "the sublimest thing eve r ex hibited in
America." The inauguration of Thomas Jefferson, on March 4, 1801 , was
the first to be held in Washington. Jefferso n took the oath of office in the
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old Senate Cha mber on the ground flo or o f the Capitol (tod ay the
restored old Supreme Court Chamber).
Andrew Jacksons inauguration on March 4 , 1829, was the first of
thirty- five held on the East Front of the Capitol. Though Jackson's second inauguration in 1833 was moved indoors to the House Chamber
because of his ill health, the next-elected Presidents, from Martin Van
Buren in 183 7 to Theodore Roosevelt in 1905, were sworn into office
on the East Front. One hundred years ago, on March 4, 1893 , Grover
Cleveland earned th e distin ction of being the first and only former
President to take the oath of office for a nonconsecutive second term.
East From inaugurations co ntinued until 1909 when a raging blizzard
forced Willi.am Howard Taft's ceremony indoors to the Senate Chamber.
Woodrow Wilson resumed use of the East Front fo r inaugural ceremonies on March 4, 1913 . They continued on that site until Franklin D.
Roosevelt's unprecedented fourth inauguration on January 20 , 1945.
With the Na tion and th e President wea ry aft er four yea rs o f war,
Roosevelt chose to have an austere, low-key ceremony on the South
Portico of the White House .
In 1949 , Harry Truman's inauguration saw the return of the ceremonies to the Capitols East Front , where they were held through the
inauguration of Jimmy Carter in 1977.
The 198 1 inauguration of Ronald Reagan was the fi rst held on the
West Front of the Capitol. President Reagans second inauguration , on
Janu ary 21 , 1985, also was scheduled for the Wes t Front but was
forced indoors to the Capitol Rotunda because of bitterly cold weather.
In 1989 , the ce remonies returned to the Capitol's West Front fo r the
swearing-in of George Bush and the Bi.centennial Inauguration.
The United States has held fifty-one quadrennial inaugurations, and
nine additional oath-takings as Vice Presidents succeeded Presidents
who died or resigned . After the 1933 ratificati on of the Constitutions
Twentieth Amendment , the date of the inauguration changed from
March 4 to January 20 , ending the long interregnum that had existed
between the Presidential election and inauguration. Although inaugural
traditions have changed through the years, the fundamental premise of
and promise to the American people implicit in the ce remonies remain
un c h an ged and unw averi n g. Thu s , th e Am erica n Pres id enti al
Inaugurations, with their speeches and attendant festivities, represent
both national renewal and continuity through the past two hundred
and four years and into the future.
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